
Perhaps it was this mission Sunday school that planted the seed in the hearts of James and Lula 
Brookshire that would come to fruition in the establishment of a church. Whatever the motivating 
force, court records record that on February 23, 1888 J.M. Brookshire and wife, Lula M. 
Brookshire, being desirous of having a Baptist church erected at Asheville Junction, N.C. to be 
known as the Fern Hill Baptist. This land was described as being located on the south side of the 
Swannanoa River and near the Asheville Junction depot of the Western North Carolina Railroad. It 
consisted of 1/4 acre "on the western side of the Buncombe Turnpike road leading from Asheville 
to Hendersonville, " and was to be held in special trust by the trustees of First Baptist Church 
and conveyed to the trustees of Fern Hill Baptist Church at Asheville Junction upon the 
organization of said church.




